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Whole School Values Focus
Independence

Mathematics:
Number
Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same.’
Counting-like behaviour, such as making sounds, 
pointing or saying some numbers in sequence.
Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping 
numbers - ‘1-2-3-5.’
Number Skills Progression
May enjoy counting verbally as far as they can go.  
Points or touches (tags) each item, saying one 
number for each item, using the stable order of 
1,2,3,4,5.

Numerical Patterns
Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and
Language: bigger/little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, ‘tall’, 
‘heavy.’
Notice patterns and arrange things in patterns.

Numerical Patterns Skills Progression
Uses some number names and number language 
within play, and may show fascination with large 
Numbers. 

Personal, Social, Emotional 
Development
Building Relationships
Notice and ask questions about 
differences, such as skin colour, types of 
hair, gender, special needs and 
disabilities, and so on.
Develop friendships with other children.

Building Relationships Progression 
Know some of the things that make them 
unique, and can talk about some of the 
similarities and differences in relation to 
friends or family.

Managing Self
Are talking about their feelings in more 
elaborated ways: “I’m sad because...” or “I 
love it when ...”

Managing Self Progression
Learn why rules are important. 
Talk about our feelings, using stories to 
explore them safely.

Self-Regulation
Safely explore emotions beyond their 
normal range through play and stories.

Self-Regulation Progression
Learn why rules are important. 
Talk about our feelings, using stories to 
explore them safely.
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Year N Core Skills Coverage
Autumn 2

Home Learning Expectations
▪ Daily story telling
▪ Weekly Library books 
▪ Wow Leaves
▪ Weekly Newsletter with suggested 

activities 

Literacy
Reading
Notice some print, such as the first letter of their 
name, a bus or door number, or a familiar logo.

Reading Skills Progression
Show interest in illustrations and words in print and 
digital books and words in the environment.
Look at and enjoy print and digital books. 
independently

Writing
Add some marks to their drawings, which they give 
meaning to. For example: “That says mummy.”
Make marks on their picture to stand for their name.

Writing Skills Progression
Use a comfortable grip with good control when 
holding pens  and pencils.
Shows a preference for a dominant hand.
Create lines and circles pivoting from the shoulder and 
elbow.

Word Comprehension
Enjoy sharing books with an adult.
Pay attention and responds to the pictures or the 
words.
Have favourite books and seeks them out, to share 
with an adult, with another child, or to look at alone.
Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.
Ask questions about the book.
Makes comments and shares their own ideas.
Develop play around favourite stories using props.

Comprehension Skills Progression.
Learning new vocabulary through stories.
Word of the week.
Daily story telling.
Story telling props.

Key Vocabulary

Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary

Pictures, words, print, letter, 
draw.

More, less, bigger, smaller, count, 
amount

Friends, same, different, 
change, special



Communication and Language
Listening, Attention and 

Understanding

Understand and act on longer sentenceslike

‘make teddy jump’ or ‘find your coat’.

Understand simple questions about ‘who’, 
‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not 
‘why’).

Listening, Attention and 

Understanding Skills Progression 
Begin to understand why and how 
questions.
Use talk to explain what is happening.

Speaking
Identify familiar objects and properties for 
practitioners when they are described for 
example: ‘Katie’s coat’, ‘blue car’, ‘shiny 
apple’.
Develop pretend play: ‘putting the baby to 
sleep’ or ‘driving the car to the shops’.

Speaking Skills Progression
Join in with repeated refrains and 
anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories.
Begin to be aware of the way stories are 
structured, and to tell own stories.
Be able to talk about familiar stories and 
tell a long story.

Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills
Walk, run, jump and climb – and start to use 
the stairs independently.
Spin, roll and independently use ropes and 
swings (for example, tyre swings).
Sit on a push-along wheeled toy, use a 
scooter or ride a tricycle.

Gross Motor Skills Progression
Can balance on one foot or in a squat 
momentarily, shifting body weight to 
improve stability.
Walk down steps, using alternate feet, or 
slopes whilst carrying a small object, 
maintaining balance and stability.

Fine Motor Skills
Use large and small motor skills to do things 
independently, for example manage buttons 
and zips, and pour drinks.
Show an increasing desire to be 
independent, such as wanting to feed 
themselves and dress or undress.

Fine Motor Skills Progression
Use a knife and fork  with playdough
pouring drinks at snack.
Putting own coat on.
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Year N Specific Skills Coverage
Autumn 2

Key Vocabulary

Key Vocabulary

Describe, what, where, who, 
pretend.

Spin, roll, step, pour, 
independence



Understanding of the World

People, Culture and Communities
Make connections between the 
features of their family and other 
families.
People, Culture and Communities Skills 
Progression
Begin to make sense of own life-story 
and family’s history.

The Natural World
Explore and respond to different natural 
phenomena in their setting and on trips.

The Natural World Skills Progression
Comment and ask questions about 
aspects of the familiar world such as the 
place where they live or the natural 
world.

Past and Present
Notice differences between people.
Past and Present Skills Progression
Share stories about people from the 
past who have an influence on the 
present.

Expressive Arts and Design
Creating with Materials
Explore different materials, using all their 
senses to investigate them. 
Manipulate and play with different materials.
Use their imagination as they consider what 
they can do with different materials.
Make simple models which express their ideas.

Creating with Materials Skills Progression
Develop own ideas and decide which materials 
to use to express them.
Use various construction materials, for 
example joining pieces, stacking vertically and 
horizontally, balancing, making enclosures and 
creating spaces. 
Use available resources to create props or 
create imaginary ones to support play.

Being Imaginative and Expressive
Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as 
‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’.
Start to develop pretend play, pretending that 

one object represents another, for example, a 
child holds a wooden block to her ear and 
pretends it’s a phone.

Being Imaginative and Expressive Skills 
Progression
Explore and  learn how sounds and  
movements can be changed e.g. louder, 
quieter.
Notice what other children and adults do, 
mirror what is observed, adding variations and 
doing it spontaneously.
Respond to what they have heard, expressing 
their thoughts and feelings.

Key Vocabulary
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Year N Specific Skills Coverage
Autumn 2

Key Vocabulary
Before, yesterday, tomorrow, 
family, different.

Stack, join, balance, tall, 
materials



Autumn Term 

2

Medium Term 

Plan

Once Upon 

a Time

Stories

Little Red Riding 

Hood

The Three Billy Goat 

Gruff

Hansel and Gretel 

The Three Little Pigs 

Cinderella

The Gingerbread 

Man

Dipal’s Diwali

The Nativity 

Dear Santa

In PSED this half term we 
will…
• Learn about community 

events such as 
remembrance day, 
fireworks night and 
Diwali and how we are 
the same and different

In Maths this half term we 
will…
• Counting to 5 
• Noticing patterns
• Using stories to describe 

tall, short, heavy, light, 
high, low

In Communication and Language 
this half term we will…
• Follow simple instructions
• Answer simple questions 

about myself and stories
• Identify objects from a simple 

description
• Role play traditional tales

In Physical Development 
this half term we will…
• Learn how to move 

around the outdoor 
area in different ways

• Explore wheeled toys
• Learn to put on their 

coat
• Learn to put on their 

shoes

In Understanding the 
World this half term we 
will…
• Talk about our 

families and what 
they mean to us

• Talk about our own 
celebrations

• Notice the changes 
to the natural 
world around us

In Expressive Arts and 
Design this half term 
we will…
• Explore a range of 

materials to create 
pictures and 
models

• Use everyday 
objects as props 
for acting out the 
stories

In Literacy this half term we will…
• Retell stories using props
• Ask and answer questions 

from the stories
• Noticing print in the 

environment, including the 
first letter in our names

• Give meaning to marks; 
including writing marks for 
own name



Year N Key Texts, rhymes and Topic Based 
Vocabulary
Autumn 2
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Key Topic Vocabulary
Story
Book
Title
Author
Front cover
Page numbers
Spine 
Characters
Princess
Prince
Big bad wolf
Dragon
Animals
People
Setting
Castle
Forest 
Woods
River
Lake
House
Field



Foundations For Phonics
Tuning into Sounds: s a t p i n 

Little Wandle Phonics
Autumn Term 2 Coverage 

We will be teaching phonemic awareness and oral blending every day to build 

children’s focused listening and attention. Games such as ‘What’s in the Box?’ 

and ‘Blend from the Box’, will help children to grow these skills in a fun and age-
appropriate way. 

Children will be learning 

to: 

hear the same initial 

sound for words and 

names of objects

blend CVC words using 

oral blending and objects

find their name using 
their picture



Christmas Songs and Activities
During the Autumn Term we will be learning a range of Christmas 
songs to perform with actions and costumes in a concert. Children will 
also have a range of Christmas activities to enjoy throughout that 
week, including crafts and role play. 

UW- Make connections between the features of their family and other 
families.

Year N Events
Autumn Term 2

We Will Remember: Why do we fall 

out?
Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
Knowledge and Skills
Help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For 
example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-
man in the game and suggesting other ideas.
Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.
Develop empathy showing to other in a range of 
situations.

Communication and Language Knowledge & Skills
Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember 
much of what happens.
Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think 
the caterpillar got so fat?”

Understanding the World Knowledge and Skills
Know that there are different countries in the world 
and talk about the differences they have experienced 
or seen in photos.
Understand that people have different beliefs and 
celebrate times in different ways.
Talk about the differences between materials and 
changes they notice.
Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.

Expressive Art and Design Knowledge and Skills
Develop language of colour – secondary colours and 
mix colours to make new colours. 
Talk about what they are drawing. 
Make simple marks based on their own experiences. 


