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Whole School Values Focus

Responsibility

Mathematics:
Number
Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to 
count them individually (subitising)
Recite numbers past 5.
Number Skills Progression
Count to 10 using rhymes
Dial 999
Find the post shape game
Weigh building bricks
Emergency services patterns

Numerical Patterns
Understand position through words alone- for 
example “the bag is under the table” without 
pointing.
Make a comparison between objects relating to size, 
length, weight and capacity. 
Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. 
For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and 
wallpaper. 
Use informal language like ‘pointy’ ‘spotty’ ‘blobs’ etc
Extend and create ABAB patterns- stick leaf stick leaf

Numerical Patterns Skills Progression
Find the post shape game
Weigh building bricks and other materials
Emergency services sound patterns

Personal, Social, Emotional 
Development
Building Relationships
Develop their sense of responsibility and 
membership of a community.
Building Relationships Progression 
Routines and golden rules
Turn taking games
Tidy teams

Managing Self
Increasingly following the rules, 
understanding why they are important.
Managing Self Progression Learn why 
rules are important .
Talk about our feelings, using stories to 
explore them safely. 

Self-Regulation
Talk about their feelings using words like 
‘happy,’ ‘sad,’ ‘angry’ or ‘worried.
Self-Regulation Progression
Learn why rules are important .
Talk about our feelings, using stories to 
explore them safely. 
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Year N Core Skills Coverage
Spring 1

Home Learning Expectations
▪ Daily story telling.
▪ Weekly Library books 
▪ Wow Leaves
▪ Weekly Newsletter with suggested 

activities 

Literacy
Reading
Spot and suggest rhymes.
Count and clap syllables.

Reading Skills Progression
Count and clap syllables in our names
and our friends names.
Listen to rhyming stories.
Nursery rhymes. 
Rhyming games- bingo, silly soup, odd one out.
Writing
Make marks on their picture to stand for their 
name.
Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw 
and paint.

Writing Skills Progression
Draw pictures of emergency service vehicles.
Draw different occupations.
Read name cards.
Copy letters  from name cards.

Word Comprehension
Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, 
one to one and also in small groups.
Listens to stories with increasing attention and 

recall.
Engage in extended conversations about stories, 
learning new vocabulary.

Comprehension Skills Progression.
Learn new vocabulary through stories.
Word of the week.
Daily story telling.
Story telling props.

Key Vocabulary

Key Vocabulary

Key Vocabulary

Rhyme, syllable, writing, 
letter, sound. Subitising, under, over, on top, in, 

behind, in front, pattern, size. 

Share, responsibility, safe, 
emotions



Communication and Language
Listening, Attention and 

Understanding

Can find it difficult to pay attention to 

more than one thing at a time.

Listening, Attention and 

Understanding Skills Progression 

Learn to listen carefully to sounds in
rhymes.
Use talk to act out experiences of 
emergency services.

Speaking

May have problems saying some sounds 

r,j,th,ch, and sh as well as multisyllabic 

words such a hippopotamus.

Speaking Skills Progression

Learn to listen carefully to sounds in
rhymes.
Use talk to act out experiences of 
emergency services.

Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills
Continue to develop their movement, 
balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and 
bikes) and ball skills.
Use large-muscle movements to wave 
flags and streamers, paint and make 
marks.
Match their developing physical skills to 
tasks and activities in the setting. For 
example, they decide whether to crawl, 
walk or run across a plank, depending on 
its length and width.
Gross Motor Skills Progression
Make large movements using flags and 
streamers in the wind.
Practice ball skills, kicking, throwing, 
aiming
Chalk drawings
Water painting
Use scooters, bikes, push along cars
Obstacle course
Fine Motor Skills
Start to eat independently and learning 
how to use a knife and fork.
Show a preference for a dominant hand.

Fine Motor Skills Progression
Use a knife and fork  with playdough
Cooking activities
Indoor and outdoor writing activities
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Key Vocabulary

Key Vocabulary

Listen, focus, concentration, 
attention, ears. 

Muscle, choice, health, 
exercise, strength



Understanding of the World
People, Culture and Communities
Continue to develop positive attitudes 
about the differences between people
Show interest in different occupations

People, Culture and Communities Skills 
Progression
Understand and use vocabulary such as: I 
can see, I saw, same, different, change, 
what happened? Why? because

The Natural World
Use all their senses in hands on exploration 
of natural materials
Explore collections of materials with similar 

and/or different properties

The Natural World Skills Progression
Develop an understanding of growth, decay 
and changes over time
Comment and ask questions about aspects 
of the familiar world such as the place 
where they live or the natural world

Past and Present
Begin to make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history.

Past and Present Skills Progression
Retell past events in correct order
Use talk to connect ideas, explain what is 
happening and anticipate what might 
happen next, recall and relive past 
experiences
Remembers and talks about significant 
times or events for family and friends

Expressive Arts and Design
Creating with Materials
Explore different materials freely, in order to 
develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make.
Join different materials and explore different 
textures.
Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and 
begin to use these shapes to represent objects.

Creating with Materials Skills Progression
Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and 
begin to use these shapes to represent objects
Begin to use a variety of drawing tools
Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as 
representing a face with a circle and including 
details
Explore different materials freely, in order to 
develop ideas about how to use them and what to 
make

Being Imaginative and Expressive
Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to 
represent something else even though they are not 
similar.
Listen with increased attention to sounds
Respond to what they have heard, expressing their 
thoughts and feelings.

Being Imaginative and Expressive Skills 
Progression
Explore and learn how sounds and movements can 
be changed for example louder, quieter
Notice what other children and adults do, mirror 
what is observed, adding variations and doing it 
spontaneously
Respond to what they have heard, expressing their 
thoughts and feelings
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Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary

Jobs, culture, difference, 
explore, feel, smell, look.

Create, choice, loud, quiet, 
rhythm



Spring Term 1

Medium Term 

Plan

People Who 
Help us

Stories 

Non-Fiction: Doctor

Non-Fiction: Fire 

Fighter

Non-Fiction: Police

Emergency

Jolly Postman

Topsy and Tim Meet 

the Firefighters

Topsy and Time 

Meet the Police 

Maisy at the Dentist

In PSED this half term 
we will…
Learn why rules are 
important .
Talk about our feelings, 
using stories to explore 
them safely. 

In Maths this half term we 
will…
• Count to 10
• Dial 999
• Find the post game
• Weigh building bricks
• Emergency services 

patterns

In Communication and 
Language this half term we 
will…
• Be learning to listen 

carefully to sounds in 
rhymes.

• Use talk to act out 
experiences of 
emergency services.

In Physical Development 
this half term we will…
• Make large movements 

using flags and 
streamers.

• Practice ball skills
• Use a knife and fork  

with playdough and 
cooking activities

In Understanding the World 
this half term we will…
• Learn about different 

occupations
• Look at jobs our parents 

and grandparents do.
• Spring walk
• Explores magnets and 

waterproof materials.

In Expressive Arts and 
Design this half term we 
will…
• Role play the 

different emergency 
services.

• Junk model vehicles.
• Listen to sounds from 

the vehicles.
• Act out stories.

In Literacy this half term 
we will…
• Count and clap 

syllables in our names.
• Listen to rhyming 

stories.
• Learn new vocabulary 

through stories.
• Draw emergency 

services pictures. 



Year N Key Texts, rhymes and Topic Based 
Vocabulary

Spring 1
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Key Topic Vocabulary

Police
Doctor 
Firefighter
Nurse
Delivery person
Postal worker
Lollipop person
Plumber
Mechanic 
Teacher
Help
Helpful
Emergency
Support
Kind
Medical Equipment
Hospital
Hose
Smoke
Heat
Police Equipment
Ambulance
Fire engine

Topic themed rhymes
London’s burning
London’s bridge
Miss Polly had a Dolly
Five Little Monkeys Jumping 
on the bed
Helper Song 



Foundations For Phonics
Tuning into Sounds: m d g o c k e

Little Wandle Phonics
Spring Term 1 Coverage 

We will be teaching phonemic awareness and oral blending every day to build children’s 

focused listening and attention. Games such as ‘What’s in the Box?’ and ‘Point to Your…’, 
will help children to grow these skills in a fun and age-appropriate way. 

Children will be learning 

to: 

identify initial sounds of 

words and names of 

objects. 

distinguish different 

sounds.

blend a wider range of 

CVC words using oral 

blending.

recognise the initial 
sound of their name.



Chinese New Year

In Nursery we will celebrate Chinese New Year by listening to the story of 
The Great Race and learning about the different animals. We will also be 
looking at the ways in which Chinese New Year is celebrated. We will 
learn a Dragon dance, make lanterns and cook noodles.

UW- Make connections between the features of their family and other 
families.
Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences between 
people

Year N Events
Spring Term 1

Winter Walk

During the winter months we see a lot 
of changes in nature. We will explore 
the natural environment  in the school 
particularly looking at the different 
weather types, frost, snow and ice. We 
will explore these using a variety of 
our senses. We will also look at how 
the winter effects the trees and plants.
Before going on our walk we will be 
looking at the importance of keeping 
warm and the correct clothing to wear 
during the winter months. 

UW- Explore and respond to different 
natural phenomena in their setting 
and on trips.
Use all their senses in hands on 
exploration of natural materials


